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The Mark Twain Zephyr made its first regular roundtrip run between St. 
Louis and Burlington, Iowa on Monday, October 28, 1935. The new train 

increasing remarkably on the line almost immediately. 
 

  
 

 

The above newspaper article from Blue Springs, Nebraska mentions service on the 
Mark Twain Zephyr starting on October 28, 1935.  Blue Springs Bee; Blue Springs, NE 
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Above is the original schedule and fares for the Mark Twain Zephyr
flag stop. If all 76 coach seats and 16 parlor lounge seats were filled end-to-end, the 
maximum fare that the CB&Q could collect from a one-way trip would be $442.76.   

Compiled by Dave Lotz 

 

Things got even better when less than three months after its launch, the 
Burlington was able to trim 20 minutes from the northbound trip between St. 
Louis and Burlington. A total of 25 minutes was clipped from the schedule for 
the southbound journey. In fact, on certain portions of the route, the Mark Twain 
Zephyr now reached regular speeds of up to 90 miles per hour. 
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The January 5, 1936 newspaper article above highlights the faster travel times for the 
Mark Twain Zephyr.  Chicago Tribune Archives 

 

 

 

The above is a CB&Q Employee Pass from 1935-1936, the first year that the Mark Twain 
Zephyr operated.  Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Archives / Greg Vreeland Collection 
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A CB&Q advertisement from December 1935 for the new Mark Twain Zephyr schedule 
starting January 5, 1936.  Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Archives 

 

 
 

Lloyd Ragar of Palmyra, Missouri would like Santa to bring him his own little Mark 
Twain Zephyr for Christmas 1935.  The Palmyra Spectator Archives; Palmyra, MO 
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The above image is a popular route map for the Mark Twain Zephyr.  
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Archives / Greg Vreeland Collection 
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Less than one year into its service between Burlington, Iowa, and St. 
Louis, Missouri, the management of the CB&Q had other plans for the train set
of the Mark Twain Zephyr. The increase in passenger levels on the three Zephyr 
routes made an impression on management (for example, in July and August of 
1935, over 5,000 passengers could not be accommodated on the Zephyrs). To 
meet the demand, the Chicago-to-Twin Cities service was doubled, with each 
train set making two complete roundtrips per day. But even that proved to be 
insufficient. Then the solution was to increase the size of the trains, but the 600 
horsepower Winton engines would not handle the number of cars that was 
projected to handle the demand.

The Burlington decided to try a Zephyr on the Chicago-to-Denver route.
Two ten-car train sets were placed on order that would be pulled by two 
detached shovel nose diesels. Shortly thereafter, two new six-car train sets were 
ordered for the Twin Zephyrs, also with detached power units. So, what does this
have to do with the Mark Twain Zephyr? To publicize the new Denver Zephyrs
and to start building a larger passenger base, the Burlington reassigned the Mark 
Twain Zephyr train set (and the #9900 Pioneer Zephyr) to be the Advanced 
Denver Zephyrs. One train set would run each direction between Chicago and 
Denver, Colorado, on a 16-hour schedule daily.
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This newspaper article from May 16, 1936 announces new 16-hour service 
between Chicago and Denver using the MTZ train set.  Chicago Tribune Archives 
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The tail end of the 
Derby, Colorado while in-service as the Advance Denver Zephyr. 

Denver Public Library, Western History Department Collection

                                         

This newspaper article from June 1936 announces that the Mark Twain Zephyr
will be moving to Chicago-Denver service. The Marion County Standard Archives
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This image was featured on the front cover of menus used aboard the Mark Twain 
Zephyr during the months it operated from Chicago to Denver, Colorado.  

Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Archives / Greg Vreeland Collection 
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The following pages feature a look at the interior two pages and the back cover 
of the menu that would have been used aboard the Mark Twain Zephyr, when it was 
filling in as the Advance Denver Zephyr from May 1936 to November 1936. 
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The Mark Twain Zephyr operated Chicago to Denver  
while the new Denver Zephyrs were being built.  

Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Raiad Archives / Greg Vreeland Collection 
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The Mark Twain Zephyr train set is seen above, as the Advance Denver Zephyr, in 
June 1936. You may noti
make the Mark Twain Zephyr just three cars, matching the Pioneer Zephyr which 
would have been operating in the opposite direction on the route each day.  
 

Denver Public Library, Western History Department Collection 
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The Mark Twain Zephyr train set, as seen at the Denver Union Station, in Summer 
1936. - Denver Public Library, Western History Department Collection
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An advertisement from June 1936 for the Advance Denver Zephyrs  
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Archives 
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An advertisement for the Advance Denver Zephyrs showing on-time performance 
 Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Archives 
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A Budd Company brochure from October 1936, shown above, celebrates one year  
of the Mark Twain Zephyr train set.  Budd Company Archives 

 

This service, to capitalize on summer business and to protect the U.S. 
Mail contract, began on May 31, 1936, and operated until the permanent Denver 
Zephyr equipment was placed in service on November 8, 1936. Although there 
were no sleepers on either train, the timetable provided a 5:30PM Central Time 
departure from Chicago, with arrival in Denver at 8:30AM Mountain Time the 
next morning. The train would cover the 1,034 miles at an average speed of 
64.63 miles per hour. The eastbound departure from Denver was at 4:00PM 
Mountain Time, with a 9:00AM Central Time arrival in Chicago. 

 
Business on the Advanced Denver Zephyrs was almost at or near 100 

percent capacity, with between 70 and 75 percent through traffic between 
Chicago and Denver. The trains operated consistently on time and attracted not 
only passengers, but many trackside viewers as well. It is recorded that as many 
as 200 people per day came to see the Mark Twain Zephyr and Pioneer Zephyr 
each day at stations like Galesburg, Illinois, and Burlington, Iowa. 
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An advertisement for the Advance Denver Zephyrs from Summer 1936 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Archives
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An advertisement for the Advance Denver Zephyrs from Summer 1936 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Archives
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For a short time (between November 8, 1936, and December 18, 1936), 
the Mark Twain Zephyr provided Chicago-to-Twin Cities service, passing 
through portions of Northern Illinois, Western Wisconsin, and Eastern 
Minnesota. The train helped to fill the gap in service on the route before the 
second set of Twin Cities Zephyrs were able to be put into service.


